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always something tragic in thinking of the past;
it had been such a merry home and happy family.
The whole house used to ring at first with the laughter
of the numerous children of my grandparents, and
later with the shouts of glee of my cousins.  Now,
of the elder branch, only three of us are left; and
strange to say, I am the only one of that elder branch
who was not born in our palazzo.  This cousin who
lives in the palazzo is also called Maria, so to
distinguish her from the other cousin she has always
been known as Mariella.   Her brother was Padre
Giovanni,   the  well-known Jesuit, whom I have
already mentioned.   Their other sister Giulia had
married Rodolfo Kanzler, whose father had been
Colonel-in-Chief of the Swiss Guards at the Vatican,
where Rodolfo himself also had an important post.
He was the archaeological authority of all the new
excavations of Ancient Rome and specially of the
Catacombs.   It is to him one owes the discovery of
many ancient treasures. So great was his knowledge,
that on finding the smallest fragment of a stone he
could tell what it belonged to, and where it came
from. Many of the important early Christian tablets
which  are  seen  to-day in  the Catacombs were
reconstructed by him bit by bit until they were
well-nigh perfect. His death was a great loss to all
archaeological research and a terrible grief to my
cousin Giulia, from which she never recovered. Oae
of her two sons, Angelo, was killed in the Great War;
he was only twenty and as handsome and good as
his name implies.   These two tragedies shortened
Giulia's life, she lost all zest for living, and she dfed
from a broken heart.   She combined in her the
greatest, intelligence with the greatest charm.; Her